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July 7, 1970 
Dean Walter H. idams 
ACC Station 
Abilene Christian College 
Abilene, Texas 79601 
Dear Dean Adams: 
,. ' '/ 
.., 
' . 
The handbooks you are presently editing sound like th~y wjll 
fill great roles. Many times I have wanted to suggest appro-
priate materials in the various areas suggested in your letter 
but had nothing that I could strongly recom~end. ·_ 
My wife and I are especially ~nterested in your Handbook 1.2!. 
Christian Parents. We are, of course, pers onally interested in 
this area because of our ten year ~ld daughter a~d six year old 
son, but we are also intensely interested here becaus~ of the 
special demands being made on parents we talk with everywhere. 
A handbook properly edited and written can make a unique con-
tribution to present-day needs. 
Sue and I have thought in term~ . df an over-all theme . for some 
of your chapters such as "Guiding the Developing Ghil~," and in 
special areas under this general the ·me would " be, "Emotional 
Guidance in Sexual Development, Intellectual · and Spiriutal 
Guidance." The four areas - e~otionally, sexually, intellectually, ~ 
spiritually - are areas where parents seem to need a lot of expert 
guidance. The problem here is no't so much in what is right or 
wrong but in how, in the concrete day-to-day situations of family 
life, does a Christian parent guide the deyeloping child. _ 
Sue and I also believe that some attention needs - to be · given to 
the role of the father and husband ift today's family. ·· ~p ~ften 
he is "the absent father" because of the great d~mands made by 
our present standards of living. · The whol'E~ question of ·the con-
sequences of an "absent father" · ought to be · explored. Possibly 
it should be done from a positive approach father tha~ i the ije ga ~ -· 
tive approach suggested by the 'phrase "absent father." We also 
believe that some attention needs to be given to "the working 
mother." Here it would not be so much a , matter of deciding 
.... . ... 
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whether a Christian woman can or cannot work as it would be 
aealing with the f~ct that there are ~many working mother, and 
. therefore, what can be dorie to utilize her attentions ,best in 
child development and richer relationships with her huiband. 
The whole are as of husband-wife relationships needs . £a ·be ex-
plored carefully, we believe, as well as par~ntal autho ri ty 
and how to administer it. 
Thank you for asking our suggestions in such a vi .tal area. w·e 
wish you only Go~•s richest blessings in your work with this 
series. 
Fraternally yours, 
John Allen Ch:;llk 
JAC:lc 
•' .. 
Aib~~eITT)e 
C[h)rr~§1r~~ITT) 
Co~ege 
ABILENE, TEXAS 79601 
TELEPHONE 915 Gn -1911 
June 5, 1970 
Mr. and Mrs. John Allen Chalk 
8o9 Byrd Drive 
Abilene, Texas 79601 
Dear Brother and Mrs. Chalk: 
For many years I have felt that there is a need for a series of handbooks 
for Christians. Now that I no longer have the responsibilities of the 
Dean ' s office, I have some time to devote to editing such a series. 
Tentative plans call for the following to be written: 
Handbook for Bible Teachers (this is now being written) 
Handbook for Christian Parents 
Handbook for Teenagers 
Handbook for College Students 
Handbook for Church Leaders 
The Abilene Christian College Press will print the handbooks under the 
direction of an editorial board nade up of some members of the facul-cy 
and staff of the college. All profits, if acy, will go to ACC. No ~ 
will be paid for his services. 
I need your help in planning the second in the series, Handbook for 
Christian Pa.rents. It must contain the help parents need in bringing 
up their children "in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." Just 
what should such a handbook contain? For example, should a qualified 
person write a chapter on sex education? on the drug problem? on 
family worship? 
I shall deeply appreciate it if you will take a few minutes and write 
down some of the chapter headings you think should be included. It 
would also be appreciated if you would suggest a qualified person to 
write any chapter. 
Would you please do this right away and let me have your suggestions 
within the next few days? I sincerely believe you will be rendering a 
real service to nany Christian parents. 
WHA:dwr 
Sincerely yours, 
#~~ 
Walter H. Adams A-, 
Dean Emeritus 
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